LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER DISTRICT 4 REPORT

For June, 2018  NAR & Interfaith Meetings
ROSTERS:
AZ:  Area Lay:  Mick & Sandy Preston
Mid Rockies:   Area Lay:  John & Jen Pettinger    Area Clergy:  John & Nancy Orwig

Area PCC:  John & Jennifer Pettinger

N. CA:  Area Clergy:  Ted & Marty Hartman     Area Lay:  Ron & Nancy Hawke
Area PCC:  Ron & Nancy Hawke           Presenters 1st and 2nd set:  Jason & Leah Cole
W WA:  Area Lay:  Carl & Dallas Presley 
ENCOUNTERS HELD (Jan. – May, 2018): (By Area within your District)
Dates
  
City/State    # Lay Couples Start/End  #Clergy Couples Start/End   # Lutherans  # Presenters
April 13-15
Renton, WA

6/6



0/0


4
    3
April 13-15
CO Springs

6/5



1/1
Ecumenical

    2
ENCOUNTERS SCHEDULED:  (By Area within your District)
Dates


City/State


Facility

       Additional Information
June 1-3

Mesa, AZ


Mesa Hilton

First weekend in AZ since 2005

TBD


N. CA





*Waiting to evaluate a Destination Location









*Currently working with Phoenix Area for the 










June 1-3 weekend

Sept ??

Mesa, AZ


Mesa Hilton?







Oct 19-21
            Colorado Springs, CO
Glen Eyrie Conference    Ecumenical w/Methodists
Nov 3-5 or April 2019
Vancouver or Portland ???   
TBD

STRENGTH: (By Area within your District)
Area
#Clergy 
#3rd Set
#2nd Set
#1st Set

#LOA
#Not CPO Encounter Ready
AZ

0
1

0
0
        0

Mid Rockies
1
1

0
0
        0

N CA

1
1

1
1
        0
W. WA

1
2

0
1+ 1 writing 0

5 POINT-GOLD STAR THRUST TO THRIVE UPDATES:  What have you tried/are you doing/planning in your District/Areas to thrive in the following 5 area. Include personal, couple, Area, and District endeavors.
Prayer:  Include specific prayer plans/activities/other.

N. CA: Ongoing prayer for future weekends and those happening in other Districts and ER.
W. WA:  Included on Worldwide Prayer Vigil
Personal Development: What kinds of things are you doing/planning/do you recommend we incorporate in order to thrive in leadership in LME and in life?
AZ:  Nothing Planned

Mid Rockies:  we have monthly pc with the Methodist community
N. CA:  Nothing Planned

W. WA:  No activity in this area
Pre-Encounter Excellence:  Include inviting/recruiting/publicity/Pre-Encounter Contacts, etc.
AZ:  Best Practices Conference in February in Phoenix, contacted a few churches, announcements in bulletins, newsletters, and on screen announcements in churches, handwritten personal invitations sent out

Mid Rockies:  none
N. CA:  Participation at the Best Practices Conference in Phoenix [February 2018.]  Ongoing presence at LCMS pastors’ gatherings--recently had a booth at the CNH District Convention. Information goes in all-District e-news bulletins for both Northern and Southern CA.
W. WA:  No activity in this area
Encounter Excellence: What are you doing /planning to insure excellence in the Encounter Experience?
AZ:  Going over our presentations and making them current and relatable.  We also contacted all the couples by phone a couple of times after they registered and before the weekend.  We sent out an e-mail to them as well.

Mid Rockies:  the registration couple contacts couples via email before the we and one of the presenting couples call each couple prior to the weekend.
N. CA:  We are always open to what other Areas find inspiring.  If there is time and interest on a weekend we have presented a conflict resolution process.  We are considering adding the video clips from the CO weekends.  
W. WA:  No activity in this area

Post-Encounter Excellence: What is being done/planned to engage/support the newly encountered? Include personal contact protocols, enrichments, community activities held Jan-May, 2018 and those scheduled, newsletters, etc.
AZ:  We will be calling the local couples and trying to do monthly activities with a sharing and dialogue.  We will also keep in touch with all the couples, checking in and offering encouragement and support.  The non-local couples we will try to find a contact closer to them who might keep in touch with them as well.

Mid Rockies:  we do a survey at the end of the weekend, we also offer s 90 day dialogue challenge and stay in contact via email every (est) 15 days to encourage and send suggested dialogue question.
N. CA:  We have been more deliberate in contacting couples post-weekend to encourage them.  We are very unsuccessful in gathering couples for community activities.
W. WA:  Work in progress to re-establish circle activity in this area following the April weekend

ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMS/PROJECTS/BEST PRACTICES:  
Include things you are piloting or plan to pilot.  If tried, please include observations/results.
AZ:  Nothing at this time

Mid Rockies:   nothing planned
N. CA:  Nothing planned

W. WA:  No activity at this time

CPO ACTIVITIES:

In what ways are you connecting with other WWME Faith Expressions? 
AZ:  We have two Methodist couples that we are trying to get together to do Community nights.
Mid Rockies:  we partner w/Methodist Community on everything we do.  
N. CA:  Nothing specific at this time.
W. WA:  Attempts to work with Catholic WWME have not borne fruit.
VARIETY OF MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER EXPERIENCES:

If you’re holding or considering anything other than the traditional Weekend format, please include here.
AZ:   Nothing at this time.
Mid Rockies:  Methodist are doing the 3Re weekend in Wy hope to have one in Denver area this year.
W. WA:   Nothing planned.
UPDATES TO SHARE:

STRENGTHS AND HOW WE APPLIED THEM:
WEAKNESSES AND HOW WE ADDRESSED THEM:
SUCCESSES / PROBLEMS SOLVED / OBSTACLES OVERCOME:
CHALLENGES WE FACE / PROBLEMS THAT NEED SOLVING:
AZ:  We know churches have used the publicity sent to them but no one seems interested, even when we talk to them about LME.  Only one couple for June came from seeing the announcement in their church bulletin.
Mid Rockies:  It has helped partnering with the Methodists.

W. WA:  Struggling to get publicity into churches, with mixed success.  Some resistance in ELCA churches that have adopted “Reconciled in Christ” but some indication that churches have used the materials sent to them – but applications have not been forthcoming.
PRAYER CONCERNS:
AZ:   For guidance in what to do in AZ regarding future weekends.

Mid Rockies:   reach more couples
N. CA:  Major need for revival of N CA Area and outreach to So CA.
W. WA:   For continued faithfulness in our presenting and encountered community

ADDITIONAL INPUT/QUESTIONS/CONCERNS:

Mid Rockies:  Do we need the APCC or DPCC position?
N. CA:  We continue to be so thankful for the NAR leadership.  Rufes and Kasts are efficient and excellent communicators.  They’re hearts are committed to the positive movement of LME and that shows in their time and effort expended.  Thank you so much!
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